
Go & Tell (15-20 minutes)

6. Practice
Retell the story to model for them.
• Let everyone retell or summarise the story.
• What is the main point of the story?

7. Cast Vision
[Use the idea below or use your own idea: a Bible verse or a
personal illustration to help participants see God’s great love
for them and how they can pass that love on to everyone!]

A monk found a precious stone, a precious jewel. A short time later,
the monk met a traveller, who said he was hungry and asked the
monk if he would share some of his provisions. When the monk
opened his bag, the traveller saw the precious stone and, on an
impulse, asked the monk if he could have it. Amazingly, the monk
gave the traveller the stone. The traveller departed quickly,
overjoyed with his new possession. However, a few days later, he
came back, searching for the monk. He returned the stone to the
monk and made a request: "Please give me something more
valuable, more precious than this stone. Please give me that which
enabled you to give me this precious stone!"
What have you found in this story that is more precious than any
treasure? Go and tell others what you are learning about God!

8. Plan - With whom can I SHARE?
• Who else needs to hear what you are

learning?
• Is there anyone you can invite to join us?

9. Pray
Model a simple prayer for participants, asking God to
give them understanding and a desire to share what
they’ve heard with others.

Extra Challenge (verse to memorize or Bible passages to read)
Need for Jesus

Please copy freely.  Do not modify.
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The Compassionate Jesus (6 of 6)
“Hope is Waiting for You”

Report & Celebrate (15-20 minutes)

1. Share & Care
• What is the high point of your week? Low point?

2. Accountability
Following
• What do you remember from our last session?
• Have you seen God at work around you?

Fishing
• With whom did you share last week’s story?

How did it go? Were there challenges or
questions?

3. Worship
Close this section with a simple prayer thanking God for
what He has done this week!

Notes:
• Always read from the Bible. Use it as your only resource!
• Always remember that you are modelling how they will do this in

the future, so don’t get too creative!
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and
not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will
listen. If you look for Me wholeheartedly, you will find Me.” Jeremiah 29:11-13



Hear & Obey (15-20 minutes)

4. New Lesson - What does the story SAY?
Let participants read the story 2 times in two
different translations.
• What do you learn about people in this story?
• Who does the father in this story represent? Who do the

sons represent?
• What do you learn about Jesus (God) in this story?
• Does your view of Jesus (God) change? How?
• Where do you see yourself in this story? Why?
• How does the life of the younger son change in this story?

5. Application - What must I OBEY?
• What choices did the people in this story make?
• Are there any choices you think you should make

as a result of hearing this story?

Notes:
• Before reading the story, explain that a parable is a simple

story told by Jesus used to illustrate a moral or spiritual
lesson.

Do’s and Do Not’s
• Do let the Holy Spirit be the teacher.
• Do remember to study for obedience rather than for knowledge!
• Don’t dominate the conversation; encourage everyone to participate.

Facilitator = 30%, Participants = 70%
• Don’t demand correct answers.
• Don’t get distracted, stay on topic.
• Don’t be afraid to say “I don’t know the answer, I’ll get back to you.”
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The Parable of the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32 (NLT)

11 Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his
father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to
divide his wealth between his sons.

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his
money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He
persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the
pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the
pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.

17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired
servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home
to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am
no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son,
embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’

22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and
put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we
have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead
and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he
heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what
was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the
fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’

28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged
him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to
do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one
young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back
after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’

31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and
everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother
was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”


